106       A STUDY IN CONSCIOUSNESS
2. THE ASTRAL OR DESIRE BODY

The evolution of the astra! body must be studied in relation
to the physical for while it plays the part of a creator on
the physical plane, as we have seen, its own further develop-
ment largely depends on the impulses received through the
very organism it has created. It does not, for a long time,
enjoy an independent life of its own on its own plane, and
the organization of the astra! body in relation to the physical
is quite a different matter, and much earlier in time, than its
organization in relation to the astral world.  In the East they
speak of the astral and mental vehicles of consciousness
when acting in relation to the physical, as koshas, or sheaths,
and use the term sharira, or body, for a form capable of
independent action in the visible and invisible worlds. This
distinction may serve us here.

The astral sheath of the mineral is a mere cloud of appro-
priated astral matter, and does not show any perceptible
signs of organization. The same is the case with most
vegetables, but in some there seem to be certain indications
of aggregations and lines, which in the light of later evolu-
tion appear to be the dawn of incipient organization ; and
in some old forest trees distinct aggregations of astral matter
are visible at certain points. In animals these aggregations
become clearly marked and definite, forming centres in the
astral sheath of a permanent and specialized kind.

These aggregations in the astral sheath are the beginnings
of the centres which will build up the necessary organs in the
physical body, and are not the often-named chakras, or
wheels, which belong to the organization of the astral body